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Abstract

Chromosome numbers of 49 species distributed in 28 genera of Compositae from

Nigeria are reported.

Introduction

The Compositae family is represented in the flora of Nigeria by 288 species dis-

tributed in 84 genera (Gill, 1988). The family is somewhat neglected by cyto-

taxonomists and many species have not been examined cytologically. With this in

mind a project "Cytological survey of the Nigerian Compositae" was undertaken

by the senior author and earlier contributions in this series are Gill and Omoigui

(1987, 1988). The present paper lists the chromosome numbers of 49 species dis-

tributed in 28 genera.

Material and Methods

Young flower buds were collected in the field and fixed in 1:3 acetic-alcohol so-

lution for 24 hrs, then transferred into 70 % ethyl alcohol and stored under refri-

geration until they could be examined. The anthers were squashed and stained in

2 % acctocarmine solution. The haploid chromosome numbers were determined

from temporary slides. At least 15-20 well spread metaphase 1 and anaphase 1

plates were examined to confirm the chromosome number of each taxon.

Voucher specimens of all the collections examined are kept at the University of

Benin, Department of Botany Herbarium, Benin City, Nigeria. A duplicate set of
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the voucher specimens has been deposited at FHI. The results obtained during

the present study are summarized in Table 1 and the arrangement of taxa in Table

1 is alphabetical.

Results

Table 1. Chromosome Numbers in some Nigerian Compositae
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15.
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37.


